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How to set up Weight Traits in PAM IAR 
 
Firstly, you will need to set up at least one Weight Trait so you can record weights in the IAR system. 
To set up weight traits follow these steps: 
 

1. Go to Configuration / Individual Animal Traits, Tasks and Weights 
2. Add the weight traits that you will require on the “Weight Items” tab. If in doubt, only enter 

one weight trait… call it “Weight” Or “Body Weight” or “Live Weight” … and make sure you 
set the trait as a “multiple” type trait.  
 

 
 
Please Note: You may want to (or need to) set up weight traits like; Birth Weight, 100 day 
weight, 200 day weight, 400 day weight etc. In these cases, ensure that you set them up as 
“single” type traits … as each animal can only have one Birth Weight or one 100 day weight.  
 
For the average daily live weight gain reports, PAM will use any of the weight traits that you 
have set up. So, if you want to get the average daily weight gain of an animal from birth 
through to its 400 day weight, PAM will use whichever weight records it can to do the 
calculation. 
 

 
 

In the IAR Trait 
Browser screen you 
can export data. 
This is your default 
name for the 
export file for this 
trait.  
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How to enter weights in PAM IAR 
 

Method 1 
 
On the IAR Main Screen, having selected your list of animals,  

1. click on the Weights tab… 
 

 
2. …now select the animal on the list,  
3. click on the “Add” button,  
4. select the appropriate weight trait item form the pick list and enter the weight.  
5. Click “OK” … then  
6. repeat the steps for each animal. 

 
 

Method 2 
 

1. Set up a “Task” in the Configuration / Individual Animal Traits, Tasks and Weights screen 
(which you can also assess via the “Tools” button at the top the IAR main screen, or the 
“Tools” button on the Weights tab) … The task you set up can be called Weighing … and 
add to the task list the weight trait you are wanting to use to record the weights. Then … 

2. Under “Tools” at the top of the IAR Main Screen, choose Group Add Trait(s)… 
3. Select your “Weighing” Task from the Tasks pick list. 
4. Select the appropriate date for the weight records. 

5. Select each animal and…  
6. enter the weight … then… 

  

7.  Click the  button to record the weight.  
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The weights will be recorded against the animal behind the scenes … If you re-select the animal 
in this screen, PAM will assume you need to overwrite the original entry for the weight on that 
chosen date.  

 
 
Method 3 

 
1. Export a selected list of animals from the Trait Browser to a comma delimited file. (See the 

Trait Browser information notes for the steps).  
2. Import the file into a spreadsheet program. 
3. Create a column heading called “Weights” in column B  

 

 
 
 

4. Enter the weights into column B of the spreadsheet alongside each animal… then when 
done,  

5. Save the file as a “CSV” text file … then,  
6. Import the saved file into PAM’s IAR system via the menu options …Individual Animals / 

Import / CSV File… 
 

 
 

 
7. (Step 1 on the dialog)  Select the file you saved in the spreadsheet program. 
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8. (Step 2 on the dialog) Select the data type that is being imported in each of the columns in 

the text file. 
 

9. Select the traits that “line up” with each data column in the in-coming test file. This is called 
“mapping” the data.  

 
10. Now enter the date that goes with the weights entered in the spreadsheet. 

 
    
 

Method 4 
 
Import the weights from a file generated by a set of electronic scales. 
 
 
 
 
Steps: 
 
 

1.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Follow the steps (1 to 5) on the “Import Weights” dialog shown here … 
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3. Follow the steps on this dialog. Here animal IDs in the importing file are matched to existing 
animals in your list. 
 

 
 

4. Finally click on “Import” to bring the new weight data into PAM.  
 
 
 
 

Generating the Live weight Gain Reports 
 

The Live weight Gain reports can be accessed via  
 Individual Animals / Individual Animals Main Screen / Reports / Individual Animals Daily Live 

weight Gain Report… or… 
 Reports / Individual Animals Daily Live weight Gain Report… 

 
A report selection dialog will be shown…  
By choosing appropriate options on this dialog, a myriad of different report types can be generated.  
 
Step 1: Select the preferred report style:  
 

 
 
Step 2:  
If you chose “Days to reach a target weight”, you will need to specify that weight. 
If you chose “Weights achieved at a target date”, you will need to specify a target date. 
 
Step 3: 
Select the animals to be included in your report. 



7 

11/13/2003 

 
Step 4:  
Follow the instruction on the screen…  
If you choose not to calculate a daily live weight gain value for the animals, you will have to enter a 
default gain value. This default value should also be used to cater for any animals which do not have 
enough data to enable PAM to automatically calculate a daily live weight gain. 
 

 
 
 
Step 5: Select an appropriate sorting option.  
 
Step 6: Generate the report. 
 
  


